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Regional  Consultations 
in  Preparation  for  the  World  Conference 

- A new  step  in  Faith  and  Order  work  - 


The  Fifth  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  in  Santiago  de  Compostela  in  August 
1993  will  be  an  opportunity  to  put  before  the  official  representatives  of  the  churches  the  work 
of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order.  In  planning  the  World  Conference  Faith  and  Order 
has  sought  to  draw  churches  and  individuals  into  a conversation  around  the  theme  Towards 
koinonia  in  faith,  life  and  witness.  The  Working  Document  on  the  theme  certainly  stimulated 
a conversation,  evoking  helpful  responses  from  other  Units  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
(WCC)  and  more  than  seventy  reactions  from  individuals  and  groups  around  the  world.  A 
joint  consultation  with  Unit  III  of  the  WCC  at  Ronde  in  Denmark  on  "Koinonia  and  Justice, 
Peace  and  the  Integrity  of  Creation"  produced  Costly  Unity  (WCC,  1993)  which  has  many 
insights  to  contribute  to  the  theme  of  the  World  Conference. 

One  of  the  most  significant  parts  of  the  conversation  on  the  way  to  Santiago  de 
Compostela  has  been  that  carried  out  in  the  regional  consultations  in  Africa,  Asia  and  the 
Pacific,  the  Caribbean,  Europe,  Latin  America,  the  Middle  East  and  North  America.  It  was 
a punishing  schedule  to  ask  the  small  staff  of  Faith  and  Order  to  organise  so  many  meetings 
in  the  year  of  the  World  Conference  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  these  regional  meetings  will 
have  a lasting  effect  upon  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order.  Each  consultation  in  its  characteristic 
way  had  provided  a contextual  specificity  to  the  themes  of  the  World  Conference  not  possible 
to  achieve  in  the  Working  Document  itself  (whose  final  version  is  now  called  Discussion 
Paper). 


There  have  always  been  regional  meetings  in  relation  to  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order. 
But  never  before  was  a whole  series  of  regional  consultations  organized  by  Faith  and  Order 
itself  as  part  of  a preparatory  process.  This  new  step  has  led  to  most  valuable  contacts  and 
experiences.  The  consultations  have  been  prepared  with  the  involvement  of  regional  or 
national  Councils  of  Churches,  and  they  have  included  encounters  with  local  churches. 

The  regional  consultations  proved  an  interest  in,  and  commitment  to,  the  work  of 
Faith  and  Order.  Many  of  them  desired  to  have  much  more  communication  with  Faith  and 
Order.  It  will  be  important,  after  the  World  Conference,  to  consider  the  best  way  to  develop 
the  relationship  with  the  regions.  The  Asia  and  Pacific  Consultation  was  not  alone  in 
recommending  the  organising  of  ’ongoing  koinonia  meetings  in  the  region’. 

The  regional  consultations  provided  an  opportunity  for  members  of  the  Standing 
Commission  to  share  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order  - out  of  the  twenty-nine  members  twenty 
were  included  in  one  or  more  of  the  meetings.  They  also  provided  the  opportunity  for  new 
members  of  the  Plenary  Commission  to  be  introduced  to  the  theme  of  the  World  Conference 
as  well  as  extending  the  conversation  more  widely  in  each  region. 

The  two-page  summaries  of  the  consultations  contained  in  this  booklet  hardly  do 
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justice  to  those  meetings.  They  do,  however,  throw  light  on  the  ’towards’  in  the  title  of  the 
World  Conference.  The  regional  consultations  confirmed  that  there  is  indeed  ecumenical 
movement  - a movement  of  separated  Christians  and  Christian  communities  towards  one 
another.  The  scene  is  complex.  Progress  is  different  in  different  regions  and  in  many  places 
is  bound  closely  to  movements  and  conditions  in  the  surrounding  context.  Progress  is  also 
at  very  different  stages  between  different  ecclesial  partners.  Nevertheless  each  region  did 
have  its  stories  of  the  healing  of  memories  of  past  bitterness,  of  learning  to  grow  together 
in  faith  and  life  and  witness. 

However,  there  are  also  stories  of  bitter  disappointment,  hardening  of  attitudes,  new 
obstacles  on  the  way  and  apparently  intractable  questions.  There  are  questions  raised  about 
the  nature  of  the  commitment  we  have  to  each  other  within  the  ecumenical  movement, 
questions  of  ecumenical  method  and,  not  least  of  all,  questions  about  the  goal  of  visible  unity 
itself.  All  of  this  colours  the  ’towards’  of  the  theme  of  the  World  Conference.  The 
ecumenical  scene  is  not  where  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighties  when  a call  for  a World 
Conference  was  made.  ’We  have  discovered  that  the  path  on  this  pilgrim  route  is  tougher 
than  we  thought  and  moves  more  like  an  ox  cart  over  the  mountains  than  like  a car  on  a 
super-highway’. 

The  summaries  in  this  booklet  are  based  on  the  reports  and  minutes  of  the  respective 
consultations  which  will  be  available  for  reference  at  the  World  Conference.  The  summaries 
were  prepared  by  Silke-Petra  Bergjan,  Thomas  F.  Best,  Gunther  Gassmann  and  Mary 
Tanner. 

The  hope  of  the  Standing  Commission  of  Faith  and  Order  is  that  this  booklet, 
inadequate  and  fragmentary  as  it  is,  will  serve  to  highlight  for  the  World  Conference 
something  of  lived  ecumenism  around  the  world  in  its  complexity,  with  its  signs  of  hope  and 
signs  of  contradiction.  All  of  this  will  be  filled  out  in  the  life-stories  and  experiences  of  those 
who  confer  in  Santiago  de  Compostela. 


June  1993 


Mary  Tanner 
Moderator  of  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission 
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African  Regional  Consultation 

The  African  Regional  Consultation  took  place  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe,  30  September  - 
6 October  1992.  Participants  from  Zimbabwe,  Ethiopia,  Ghana,  South  Africa,  Kenya  and 
Sierra  Leone  were  joined  by  those  from  France,  Geneva  (Faith  and  Order),  Italy  and 
England.  The  Consultation  was  introduced  to  the  theme  of  the  Fifth  World  Conference, 
Towards  Koinonia  in  Faith , Life  and  Witness . It  listened  and  reacted  to  a number  of  papers 
on  the  theme  of  koinonia  from  different  African  perspectives. 

Throughout  the  Consultation  all  were  aware  of  the  turmoil  in  the  Continent  of  Africa. 
In  particular  the  severe  drought  and  hardship  experienced  in  Southern  Africa  moved  the 
group  again  and  again  to  acknowledge  the  need  for  sharing  and  bearing  one  another’s 
burdens,  to  live  in  koinonia.  During  a meditation  on  the  theme  of  living  water,  a meditation 
stimulated  by  the  plight  of  the  drought-tom  country  which  had  had  no  rain  for  eight  months, 
the  gentle  sound  of  the  first  drops  of  rain  was  heard.  The  meeting  gave  thanks  for  the 
goodness  of  a God  whose  koinonia  embraces  the  whole  of  creation  reminding  us  of  the 
Gospel  message  of  hope  against  hope.  Since  living  in  harmony  with  the  whole  of  creation 
is  a marked  characteristic  of  African  people,  the  need  was  strongly  felt  to  work  together  as 
Christians  and  with  all  people  of  goodwill  for  affirming  the  "integrity"  of  creation. 

Again  and  again  the  Consultation  came  back  to  questions  of  Church  and  world.  The 
plea  was  made  for  the  World  Conference  to  have  a truly  global  perspective.  Issues  of  justice 
and  peace,  the  daily  challenge  in  Africa,  are  experienced  as  global  issues  in  an 
interdependent  world  and  have  implications  for  ecumenism  and  the  movement  to  church 
unity.  The  world  has  ’globalised’  everything.  Markets  in  London,  USA,  and  Germany  fix 
prices  of  commodities,  control  finance  and  therefore  affect  the  life  of  every  part  of  the  world. 
So  life  in  Africa  alone  cannot  be  determined  by  Africa  for  it  is  caught  up  in  the  world 
| economy,  international  trade  and  forces  beyond  African  control.  It  is  incumbent  on  churches 
| in  the  West  to  take  on  an  ecumenical  approach  to  suffering  in  Africa.  The  vision  of  church 
j unity  demands  intentional  action  to  affect  world  economic  power  for  fair  distribution  of 
i wealth  and  justice  for  all.  Churches  in  a world-wide  context  need  to  stand  in  solidarity  with 
Africa.  A special  insight  on  church  unity  comes  from  the  experience  of  Christians  working 
| together  for  aid  and  human  rights.  "We  discover  something  of  unity  and  koinonia  whenever 
we  stand  together  in  serving  one  another  and  in  serving  God’s  world". 

In  the  discussion  of  Church  and  world  the  question  was  posed  sharply,  what  is  the 
: relation  to  those  of  other  faiths?  Should  the  attitude  be  one  of  tolerance  and  where  does 
tolerance  end  and  become  the  apparent  endorsement  of  other  religions?  How  can  solidarity 
be  maintained  while  at  the  same  time  maintaining  a critical  discernment?  The  concrete 
t example  given  was  of  a situation  of  devastating  drought.  All  people  of  goodwill  come 
! together  and  are  urged  to  pray  for  rain.  "How  far  does  this  obscure  the  heart  of  the  Gospel 
i message  and  weaken  the  Church’s  evangelism?  Closely  related  to  this  was  the  concern  with 
' attempts  to  Islamise  Africa.  How  can  dialogue  be  entered  into  when  some  groups  seem  to 
i preclude  listening?  A growing  tendency  to  fundamentalism  was  noted  not  only  within  Islam. 
This  is  true  of  some  Christian  groups  as  well.  It  was  recognised  that  while  Christians  have 
a duty  to  evangelise  they  must  also  become  allies  with  all  those  of  goodwill. 


4 


In  this  church-world  context  the  theme  of  koinonia  seemed  immediately  relevant  and 
intelligible.  The  African  view  of  the  family,  ancestors,  hospitality,  food,  rites  of  passage, 
reconciliation,  etc...  makes  koinonia  an  immediately  sympathetic  concept.  The  African 
experience  of  life  was  thought  to  have  many  insights  and  experiences  to  offer  the  World 
Conference  in  developing  the  theme: 

In  Africa  tribal  bonds  are  strong  and  are  sometimes  re-enforced  by  denominational 
differences;  the  structures  of  World  Communions  often  slow  down  tendencies  of 
Christians  being  together  in  the  local  place;  proselytism  mainly  from  American  sects 
of  one  Christian  group  by  another  prevents  moves  to  unity; 

The  World  Conference  has  a potential  for  drawing  Christians  together  around  our 
common  apostolic  faith  and  to  recognising  both  the  contribution  of  the  "ancient 
churches"  and  of  the  "new  churches"  towards  a common  understanding  of  the  faith; 

The  place  and  role  of  women  in  the  Church  was  a question  coming  from  the  African 
context  and  not  simply  imposed  from  the  West; 

How  can  the  Church  in  Africa  learn  to  live  with  both  autonomy  bearing  responsibility 
for  its  own  life  and  yet  remaining  interdependent?  How  can  Christians  seek  consensus 
when  questions  of  faith  or  morals  arise?  The  African  traditional  way  of  seeking 
guidance  seems  too  long  for  modem  life  where  people  need  quick  decisions;  the 
practice  of  re-baptism  is  spreading  in  Africa  and  needs  to  be  addressed  theologically; 

Ethical  questions  were  seen  to  affect  the  unity  of  the  Church.  In  Africa  Christians  left 
their  traditional  religions  with  the  value  systems  of  those  religions.  Now  questions 
raised  from  other  parts  of  the  world,  particularly  in  the  area  of  sexuality,  seem  to  be 
asking  for  a conformity  to  things  unacceptable  in  African  society; 

Specific  steps  in  the  African  context  towards  growing  in  koinonia  were  suggested: 

Working  together  on  issues  of  justice  and  peace;  co-operating  in  developmental 
projects;  planning  and  acting  together  when  evangelising  in  new  locations; 

So-called  "mainline"  churches,  making  a deliberate  move  to  collaborate  with  African 
Independent  Churches  in  matters  of  doctrine,  liturgy  and  social  cooperation; 

Encouraging  inter-church  (inter-denominational)  families  to  live  out  koinonia. 

Entering  into  serious  theological  discussion  with  one  another  so  that  we  can  live  our 
faith  more  deeply  together  and  move  towards  full  eucharistic  sharing; 

Encouraging  all  local  churches  (no  matter  how  small)  to  be  part  of  the  ecumenical 
efforts  in  their  own  country  and  area;  setting  up  local  as  well  as  national  Councils  of 
Churches  in  each  country,  to  promote  greater  ecumenical  interest  and  activity.  We 
encourage  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  to  be  a member  of  local  and  national  Councils 
of  Churches,  in  each  country  in  Africa. 
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Asia/Pacific  Regional  Consultation 


The  Asia/Pacific  Regional  Consultation  for  the  Fifth  World  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order  was  held  in  Hong  Kong,  October  25-28,  1992.  Participants  from  Thailand,  Hong 
Kong,  India,  Australia,  Japan,  Myanmar,  Singapore,  South  Korea,  the  Philipppines, 
Malaysia,  Indonesia,  the  Solomon  Islands,  Tonga  and  New  Zealand  were  joined  by  those 
from  the  USA  and  Geneva  (Faith  and  Order  staff).  Papers  were  presented  on  the  preparations 
for  the  World  Conference,  its  life  of  worship  and  biblical  reflection,  and  its  main  themes. 
In  addition  to  the  plenary  presentations,  plenary  discussions  and  group  sessions  there  were 
also  important  contacts  with  local  churches  through  the  Hong  Kong  Christian  Council. 

The  discussion  focussed  on  the  meaning  and  implications  of  the  World  Conference  theme  and 
sub-themes  in  the  perspective  of  the  Asian  and  Pacific  context,  issues  and  understanding  of 
the  Christian  message.  The  Plenary  agreed  on  the  following  recommendations  for 
consideration  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Plenary  Commission  as  a whole. 

A)  On  an  Asian/Pacific  Vision  of  Koinonia 

1.  From  an  Asian  and  Pacific  perspective  it  is  not  enough  to  address  Koinonia  as  a 
technical  theological  term.  One  must  also  wrestle  with  the  broader  issues  confronting 
the  regions  (for  example  widespread  poverty  or  the  status  of  Christianity,  in  most 
countries  in  these  regions,  as  a minority  religion).  An  Asian  or  Pacific  understanding 
of  Koinonia  would  include  the  need  for  the  church  to  be  in  Koinonia  with  the  poor 
as  an  expression  of  mission,  and  for  healing  and  reconciliation  in  church  and  world. 

B)  On  the  Asian/Pacific  Search  for  Deeper  Koinonia 

2.  Most  Asian  societies  have  sharp  divisions  within  them  which  need  to  be  healed. 
The  churches  need  to  be  equipped  to  fill  this  role. 

3.  The  churches  need  to  teach  their  members  about  the  meaning  of  Koinonia  and  its 
significance,  both  within  the  life  of  the  churches  and  in  the  search  for  Christian  unity. 

4.  The  churches  need  to  develop  "programmes  of  Koinonia"  in  which  Christian 
community  can  be  experienced.  This  should  include  work  for  healing  and 
reconciliation  in  both  society  and  the  church. 

5.  The  churches  need  to  develop  patterns  of  regional  cooperation,  including  regular 
regional  meetings,  on  issues  of  Faith  and  Order,  and  in  other  areas  of  mutual 
concern. 

C)  On  the  World  Conference  Working  Document 

6.  The  language  of  the  Working  Document  is  often  too  complicated.  The  material 
should  be  expressed  in  simple,  short  sentences. 

7.  Apart  from  the  material  in  paras.  13-15  (pp.  9-  10),  the  text  is  very  weak  in 


6 

biblical  references.  The  biblical  material  in  the  text  must  be  strengthened 
substantially. 

8.  The  text  naturally  reflects  the  perspective  of  the  (relatively  few)  persons  who  have 
worked  on  drafting  it.  If  a "non-Westem"  perspective  is  desired  then  non- Western 
persons  should  be  included  in  the  next  steps  of  editing  and  revising  the  text. 
Specifically,  Asian  and  Pacific  persons  should  be  included  within  the  drafting/editing 
group  from  now  on. 

D)  Asian/Pacific  Work  Towards  the  World  Conference 

9.  There  should  be  further  consultation  of  the  churches,  at  local  and  national  levels, 
before  the  World  Conference,  to  sharpen  their  understanding  of  the  issues  and 
expectations  for  the  event. 

E)  Follow-up  to  the  World  Conference 

10.  After  the  World  Conference  there  should  be  a consultation  for  the  Asian  and 
Pacific  regions  to  study  the  results  and  final  text  from  Santiago  de  Compostela,  as 
well  as  the  process  of  the  meeting  and  the  experience  of  participants  from  Asia  and 
the  Pacific.  At  this  consultation  Asian  and  Pacific  Faith  and  Order  Commissioners 
should  work  out  a regional  process  of  response  and  follow-up  to  the  World 
Conference.  This  process  (which  could  be  paralleled  in  other  regions)  would  engage 
the  commissioners  and  churches  more  fully  in  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order  in  the 
future.  For  this  to  happen,  the  region  must  be  involved  in  shaping  its  own  programme 
of  response  and  reaction  to  the  world  conference,  and  to  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order 
as  a whole. 

11.  This  process  should  include  follow-up  meetings,  with  study  materials  provided. 
Local-level  consultations  are  necessary  in  addition  to  regional  consultations. 

12.  Feed-back  from  each  region  needs  to  be  made  available  to  other  regions. 

F)  Asian  Regional  Relationship  to  Faith  and  Order 

13.  There  has  to  be  an  emphasis  on  a teaching  ministry  which  wil  facilitate  the 
interaction  between  the  Faith  and  Order  movement  and  the  churches  of  the  region. 

14.  There  has  to  be  better  representation  of  the  Asia/Pacific  regions  in  the  drafting 
of  Faith  and  Order  documents. 
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Caribbean  Regional  Consultation 


The  Caribbean  Regional  Consultation  for  the  Fifth  World  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order  took  place  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  1-4  March  1993. 

The  participants  came  from  Antigua,  Bahamas,  Barbados,  Geneva  (Faith  and  Order), 
Italy,  Jamaica,  St.  Thomas,  Surinam,  Trinidad  and  the  USA.  Papers  were  presented  on  the 
preparation  of  the  World  Conference  and  on  the  chapters  of  the  Working  Document.  In 
several  sessions  ecumenical  developments,  concerns  and  hopes  in  the  Carribean  region  were 
considered.  Two  discussion  groups  prepared  reports  with  comments  on  the  Working 
Document.  The  following  are  some  of  the  points  which  were  made  in  the  general  discussion. 

1.  Positive  Experiences  and  Developments 

The  Anglican  and  Roman  Catholic  Churches  are  preparing  a first  bilateral  dialogue 
for  the  Carribean  region.  An  Anglican  - Methodist  dialogue  is  also  in  preparation.  An  earlier 
dialogue  was  suspended.  The  Moravian  Church  and  the  United  Church  of  Jamaica  and  the 
Cayman  Islands  are  planning  a dialogue.  The  United  Church  and  the  Disciples  of  Christ 
united  in  1992.  There  is  a series  of  important  conferences  organized  jointly  by  the  Carribean 
Conference  of  Churches,  CLAI  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishops. 

The  common  training  of  pastors  at  the  United  Theological  College  of  the  West  Indies 
(Kingston,  Jamaica)  has  led  to  close  relationships  and  mutual  understanding  and  respect  in 
local  situations.  There  is  also  close  cooperation  with  Roman  Catholic  theological  institutions. 
In  many  situations  there  is  simple,  easy  fellowship  of  Christians  from  different  churches. 
They  experience  tolerance  and  participate  in  each  other’s  worship.  On  the  other  side  there 
is  also  much  confusion  and  people  get  mixed  up  by  all  kinds  of  religious  ideas. 


2.  Critical  Issues  and  Hopes  and  Suggestions 

One  can  observe  a tendency  of  governments  in  the  Caribbean  to  side  with 
fundamentalist  groups  because  the  historic  churches  and  councils  have  become  more  critical 
in  their  positions.  They  have  lost  something  of  their  former  preferential  treatment  by 
governments  while  the  fundamentalist  groups  feel  flattered  by  the  positive  attitude  towards 
them.  This  leads,  among  other  considerations,  to  the  necessity  to  consider  - on  an  ecumenical 
level  - more  thoroughly  the  relation  between  church  and  state,  clarifying  issues  like  neutrality 
or  interference.  How  can  churches  mediate  in  conflicts?  Connected  with  this  issue  is  the  task 
of  enabling  Christian  people  to  relate  their  faith  to  their  professional  activity  in  public  life. 

It  was  suggested  that  there  should  be  an  ecumenical  critique  of  the  free  market 
economy.  This  system  is  often  regarded  as  Christian  because  of  its  association  with  the  USA 
as  a "Christian"  country.  Alternative  visions  and  new  horizons  of  meaning  should  be 
searched  for.  The  role  and  orientation  of  theological  education  from  kindergarten  to 
theological  seminary  needs  further  consideration  and  clarification.  Ecumenical  reflection 
should  take  account  of  the  inter-relation  of  regions,  the  effects  they  have  on  each  other.  The 
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unity  of  the  whole  created  order  is  part  of  the  oikoumene.  But  global  perspectives  have  also 
a negative  side  when  over-globalisation  leads  to  uniformity  of  life-styles  and  cultures. 

Churches  in  the  Caribbean  must  face  more  constructively  the  overwhelming  influence 
of  the  media,  both  in  their  religious  (fundamentalist),  social,  ethical  and  political  impact.  The 
Caribbean  churches  have  the  continuing  task  to  struggle  to  develop  their  authentic  identity 
as  churches  of  the  region.  The  influences  of  the  past  and  present  coming  from  outside  are 
still  forcefully  operative.  Are  people  helped  to  read  the  Bible  according  to  the  Caribbean 
situation?  If  one  is  conditioned  by  dominant  culture  it  is  difficult  to  change.  A critique  of  the 
WCC  was  mentioned  because  of  its  too  easy  acceptance  into  membership  of  churches  which 
have  separated  from  another  church.  There  is  a certain  contradiction  when  an  organisation 
which  is  to  promote  steps  towards  church  unity  accepts  those  who  have  created  new 
divisions. 

And  don’t  forget:  Caribbeans  speak  from  the  heart  of  their  conviction  and  not  so 
much  on  this  basis  of  and  in  relation  to  documents! 


3.  Points  Directly  Related  to  Faith  and  Order 

Most  churches  in  the  Caribbean  are  willing  to  discuss  Faith  and  Order  themes,  but 
initiatives  in  this  respect  have  come  from  the  WCC  only  recently.  Differences  should  be 
discussed  openly.  More  theological  vibrancy  is  needed.  There  is  a certain  danger  that 
ecumenical  social  engagement  is  sometimes  used  as  a way  to  avoid  encounters  about  issues 
of  faith  and  visible  unity. 

There  is  a great  need  for  witnessing  to  the  faith  in  the  Caribbean  area.  Faith  and 
Order  could  help  to  explore  basic  issues  of  faith  as  the  foundation  for  common  witness.  This 
applies  especially  to  helping  people  living  and  witnessing  in  the  secular  realm. 

More  efficient  ways  should  be  sought  to  communicate  results  (documents)  of  Faith 
and  Order  more  broadly,  especially  to  theological  seminaries.  It  would  be  most  helpful,  if 
Faith  and  Order  would  hold  further  consultations  in  the  Caribbean  region. 
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European  Regional  Consultations 

The  first  European  Regional  Consultation  took  place  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  10-12  April, 
1992.  Participants  from  Wales,  Ireland,  Germany,  England,  Romania,  Greece,  Belgium, 
Netherlands  and  Finland  were  joined  by  those  from  Canada  and  India. 

In  discussing  the  Working  Document  the  participants  at  the  First  European  Regional 
Consultation  returned  again  and  again  to  the  upheavals  taking  place  in  the  countries  of 
Eastern  Europe.  The  movement  towards  the  unity  of  the  Church  was  seen  to  be  inextricably 
bound  up  with  the  changing  situation  in  Europe.  The  Church  is  called  to  offer  a credible 
model  of  unity  to  the  world.  Instead,  the  existing  divisions  among  Christians  exacerbate  the 
racial,  ethnic  and  national  divisions  of  the  human  community.  Ireland  and  the  Ukraine  were 
often  referred  to  in  discussion.  ’Indiscriminate  and  competitive  evangelisation’  were 
described  as  practised  by  churches  of  several  traditions  and  especially  by  fundamentalist 
groups.  The  calling  of  a Pan-Protestant  Synod  was  also  seen  as  strengthening  and  re-inforcing 
denominational  differences  in  Europe  marking  a divide  between  Protestants,  Catholics  and 
Orthodox.  What  was  needed  was  a much  deeper  pastoral  concern  for  one  another  and  a 
supporting  of  one  church  in  an  area  to  carry  out  its  mission  rather  than  the  competition  of 
churches  in  the  same  area.  The  "healing  of  memories"  was  another  recurring  theme. 

In  spite  of  obvious  tensions  in  the  ecumenical  scene,  in  some  areas  progress  is  made. 
Examples  were  given  of  the  growth  in  local  ecumenism;  the  commitment  of  church  leaders 
to  work  together,  the  new  ecumenical  structures  in  Britain  and  Ireland  which  include  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the  Black-led  churches  for  the  first  time;  dialogues  of  several 
churches  in  Western  and  Central  Europe  with  Orthodox  churches  in  Eastern  Europe;  growing 
relationships  between  Methodists  and  Lutherans  in  Scandinavia,  and  proposals  for  closer 
communion  between  the  British  Anglican  Churches  and  the  Lutheran  Churches  of  the  Nordic 
and  Baltic  countries  were  examples  of  agreements  to  share  in  closer  living. 

The  following  points  were  made  in  the  discussion: 

It  is  important  that  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  should  have  an  effective 
input  from  evangelical  and  pentecostal  traditions. 

The  Conference  must  seek  to  clarify  the  basic  concept  of  koinonia  which  has  been 
widely,  but  not  always,  used  in  bilateral  and  multilateral  reports. 

The  Conference  must  seek  to  put  the  Canberra  Statement  in  an  historical  perspective 
tracing  unity  statements  from  New  Delhi  onwards. 

Diversity  must  be  taken  much  more  seriously  in  the  future.  It  is  profoundly 
experienced  and  cannot  too  quickly  be  drawn  into  a framework  of  talk  about  unity. 
Diversity  is  to  be  received  as  gift,  not  just  tolerated  or  seen  as  threat. 

To  convey  truth  about  the  Church  as  sign  and  instrument  will  require  that  the  Church 
and  its  leadership  should  actually  demonstrate  a different  kind  of  power  and  authority 
from  that  of  the  world. 
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The  second  European  Regional  Consultation  was  held  near  Stuttgart,  Germany,  26-29 
March,  1993.  Participants  from  Germany,  Switzerland,  Hungary,  Sweden,  France,  the  Czech 
Republic,  Russia,  Netherlands,  Bulgaria,  Italy,  Greece,  Finland,  England,  Romania  and 
Canada  were  present.  Papers  were  read  on  the  subject  of  Koinonia,  and  of  the  three  themes 
communion  in  faith,  life  and  witness  from  a European  perspective. 

In  commenting  on  the  ecumenical  development  in  the  region  examples  of  progress 
were  again  noted:  the  exchange  of  pulpits,  progress  with  the  Meissen  Agreement  between 
the  Church  of  England  and  the  Lutheran,  United  and  Reformed  Churches  in  Germany,  many 
positive  experiences  of  local  ecumenism,  new  forms  of  ecumenical  cooperation  in  Eastern 
Europe,  the  growing  awareness  of  the  missionary  challenge  in  a Europe  marked  by 
secularism  and  uncertainties. 

Considerable  attention  was  given  to  the  bilateral  dialogues  and  a sadness  expressed 
that  too  little  use  is  made  of  the  results  and  insights  of  theological  dialogues  in  order  to 
change  relationships  in  life.  One  participant  reflected  "My  dream  of  Compostela  is  that 
churches  should  withdraw  from  maximalistic  demands  to  provide  a full  theological  and 
canonical  agreement  on  all  the  points  where  they  have  inherited  different  positions  and  views 
from  the  past,  instead  of  making  provisional  steps  which  are  already  now  possible  on  the  way 
towards  greater  koinonia ." 

The  group  urged  that  what  has  been  achieved  in  the  ecumenical  movement  so  far 
should  not  be  lost.  A number  of  recent  moves  in  different  churches  pose  problems  and 
questions  which  need  to  be  addressed,  e.g.  the  strain  in  Orthodox-Roman  Catholic  relations 
in  Eastern  Europe;  the  ordination  of  women  in  the  Church  of  England;  the  Vatican  letter  on 
communion;  the  Pan-Protestant  Meeting  in  Budapest.  There  is  a need  to  be  honest  that  we 
are  in  ’crisis’  in  the  ecumenical  movement  - a crisis  which  should  not  lead  to  apathy  but  to 
patient  (or  impatient)  efforts  to  pursue  ecumenical  commitment. 

In  looking  to  the  future,  the  following  points  were  noted.  There  is  a need: 
to  re-affirm  the  method  of  convergence  as  a process; 
to  seek  out  new  models  for  dialogue; 

to  place  the  search  for  visible  unity  at  the  heart  of  the  ecumenical  movement; 
to  pursue  the  reception  of  the  Lima  Text; 

to  clarify  between  an  understanding  of  koinonia  and  conciliar  fellowship; 

to  further  consider  the  relation  between  a christocentric  and  trinitarian  approach  to  i 

ecclesiology; 

to  reflect  on  the  connection  between  confessionality  and  nationality; 
to  continue  work  on  the  theological  and  ecclesiological  basis  of  JPIC; 
to  interrelate  local  and  catholic,  personal  and  corporate,  faith  and  ethics,  unity  and 
diversity; 

to  put  more  emphasis  on  mutual  recognition  of  baptism  as  the  basis  of  already  existing 
koinonia; 

The  World  Conference  needs  to  sound  a note  of  confidence  and  hope. 
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Latin  American  Regional  Consultation 

The  Latin  American  Consultation  in  preparation  for  the  Fifth  World  Conference  on 
Faith  and  Order  took  place  in  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  28  February  - 4 March  1993.  The 
i participants  came  from  Argentina,  Bolivia,  Brasil,  Colombia,  England,  Peru,  Uruguay,  USA 
and  Geneva  (Faith  and  Order).  Papers  introduced  Latin  American  perspectives  on  ecumenical 
dialogue  and  on  the  World  Conference.  What  follows  is  a shortened  version  of  the  report  of 
the  consultation. 

Koinonia  is  a crucial  issue  in  contemporary  ecumenical  debate.  Its  usage,  however, 
is  found  to  be  naturally  associated  to  a priori  interpretations,  depending  on  the  interest/power 
group  that  expresses  it.  Thus,  we  must  ask  ourselves  what  kind  of  koinonia  we  are  talking 
about.  In  relation  to  the  actual  situation  we  experience  in  Latin  America  the  negation  of 
koinonia,  ranging  from  a situation  of  misery,  causing  thousands  of  deaths  through  hunger, 
to  the  most  flagrant  violations  of  human  rights.  We  believe  that  we  cannot  speak  of  koinonia 
in  purely  doctrinal  terms  without  an  awareness  of  the  effects  of  its  negation  in  the  world,  or 
as  if  the  church  was  detached  from  the  world  and  its  tragedies. 

The  great  changes  being  experienced  on  a world  scale  have  a negative  influence  in 
Latin  America:  e.g.  the  growing  individualism,  producing  a disruption  of  the  social  structure 
and  threatening  the  existing  networks  of  solidarity;  and  an  affirmation  of  market  politics 
! generating  unemployment  and  increasing  the  number  of  those  excluded,  with  all  the 
consequences  in  terms  of  human  destruction  that  such  cultures  of  exclusion  generate.  This 
makes  more  acute  the  concentration  of  wealth  and  generates  new  ways  of  exploitation.  Yet 
God  is  acting  today,  amidst  the  conflicts  and  injustices  that  affect  our  society,  to  bring  health, 
justice  and  peace.  The  authentic  confession  of  the  faith  must  lead  us  to  participate  in  all 
attempts  to  break  down  the  barriers  that  separate  rich  from  poor. 

New  forms  of  ecumenism  do  appear;  they  are  related  to  grassroot  activities  (solidarity 
mechanisms  to  face  poverty,  the  practice  of  community  and  popular  Bible  readings),  which 
both  stimulate  and  question  the  existing  interconfessional  dialogue  mechanisms.  The  rapid 
growth  of  pentecostalism  represents  a new  religious  horizon  that  cannot  be  ignored.  The  vast 
religious  panorama  facing  us,  and  the  need  to  recognize  indigeneous  peoples  with  their  own 
cultures  and  religions,  pose  questions  relating  to  faith  inculturation,  and  ecclesial  communion. 
This  invites  us  to  revise  the  theological-conceptual  communication  that  dominates  the 
ecumenical  dialogue. 

Unity  in  faith 

We  must  recover  the  fruits  of  work  in  Faith  and  Order  to  give  continuity  to  our  path 
towards  unity  in  faith.  It  is  important  to  study  subjects  such  as  the  Tradition  of  the  Church 
in  terms  of  faith  inculturation,  the  nature  of  authority  in  the  Church,  and  the  threefold 
ministry  in  churches  that  acknowledge  an  episcopal  ministry  as  well  as  the  mutual  recognition 
of  these  ministries. 

Unity  in  life 

Accepting  the  real  and  fundamental  convergence  expressed  in  BEM,  it  is  necessary 
to  continue  to  study  in  depth,  to  seek  clarification,  and  to  draw  the  consequences  of  these 
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factors  for  the  communion  that  already  exists  among  our  churches. 

Unity  in  witness 

There  are  two  challenges  in  Latin  America:  First,  the  reality  of  proselytism,  which 
makes  the  religious  field  in  our  continent  a dynamic  field  where  established  frontiers  cannot 
be  fixed,  and  where  different  projects  for  winning  people  co-exist.  Second,  the  challenge  of 
defending  and  favouring  life.  The  reality  indicated  above  makes  the  defence  and  the 
promotion  of  wholeness  in  human  life  a preeminent  perspective  for  witness. 

Theological  language  and  church  power 

Every  discourse  is  both  expression  and  concealment,  and  the  same  applies  for  the  j 
theological  language  used  in  Faith  and  Order.  Thus,  it  includes  power  mechanisms  which, 
insofar  as  they  are  not  made  explicit,  become  a barrier  to  ecumenical  dialogue.  Ecclesial 
communion  does  not  depend  only  on  agreement  in  the  discourse  and  common  practices  to 
confess  our  faith,  but  also  demands  the  consideration  of  practices  related  to  the  exercise  of 
power.  Only  by  making  explicit  the  elements  of  power  underlying  such  discourse  can  we  be 
led  to  approach  dimensions  of  unity  still  hidden  today. 

This  brings  up  the  issue  of  trustworthiness.  How  can  the  quest  for  unity  become 
credible  if  a church  rejects  that  within  itself  which  is  nearer  to  my  own  understanding  of  the 
faith?  How  can  koinonia  be  understood  when  church  practice  excludes  the  majority  of 
believers  from  full  participation  in  its  government?  How  is  the  ecumenical  commitment  to 
be  understood  when  hindrances  are  found  among  the  participants  in  the  ecumenical  dialogue 
that  are  not  present  among  the  people  or  even  within  Christian  communities  not  officially 
involved  in  the  dialogue? 

Another  fundamental  question  arises  here:  is  real  communion  possible  in  asymmetric 
situations?  When  one  of  the  partners  of  the  relationship  may  unilaterally  decide  over  the 
other?  When  through  his  power,  one  partner  can  exert  incontestible  influence  over  the  other? 
When  in  power  situations,  also  in  non-theological  matters,  there  is  an  attempt  to  establish 
inequality  as  a definitive  element  within  a relationship,  then  we  cannot  consider  this  as 
koinonia.  It  is  against  the  human  plenitude  of  both  partners  in  the  relationship,  building  a 
"customer  relationship"  that  obscures  the  full  meaning  of  koinonia. 

The  strength  of  the  communion  language  needs  to  be  related  to  ecclesial  practices  of 
real  reciprocity  and  of  common  submission  to  the  Word  of  God.  This  allows  the  witness  of 
the  Church  in  every  day  life  to  confront  the  dehumanising  asymetry  of  our  society. 

To  speak  of  life  and  faith  requires  speaking  of  conversion.  Without  a real  conversion 
the  search  for  Christian  koinonia  remains  at  the  level  of  discourse,  and  reinforces  the 
mechanisms  of  concealment.  To  be  open  to  the  new  things  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  doing  in 
our  history  means  always  to  be  ready  for  metanoia,  and  to  undertake  the  search  for 
communion  as  an  experience  of  the  Cross  and  the  Way. 
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Middle  East  Regional  Consultation 


The  Middle  East  Regional  Consultation  took  place  in  Limassol,  Cyprus,  2-5  January 
1993.  Participants  from  Egypt,  Jerusalem,  Lebanon  and  Cyprus  were  joined  by  those  from 
Canada,  USA,  Switzerland  and  England.  Members  of  the  Consultations  were  guests  of  His 
Eminence  Metropolitan  Chrysanthos  of  Limassol.  Arrangements  were  made  by  the  Middle- 
East  Council  of  Churches  (MECC).  The  Consultation  was  introduced  to  the  theme  of  the 
Fifth  World  Conference,  Towards  Koinonia  in  Faith,  Life  and  Witness  and  to  the  place  of 
Regional  Consultations  in  the  preparatory  process.  In  addition  to  specific  comments  on  the 
draft  of  the  Working  Document  a number  of  observations  and  concerns  were  shared  in  the 
discussion.  Some  of  them  were: 

The  changing  political,  social  and  economic  scene  in  the  Middle  East  affects  all  the 
Christian  churches  in  the  area.  Lebanon  is  only  just  now  emerging  from  a long  period  of  war 
and  confrontations  with  the  destruction  of  much  of  its  political,  social  and  economic 
infrastructure  as  well  as  many  of  the  traditional  patterns  of  co-existence  between  different 
communities  and  religions.  In  Egypt,  the  violence  coming  from  some  extremist  Islamic 
groups  is  difficult  and  needs  continually  to  be  addressed.  In  Iraq,  the  international  blockade 
imposes  an  indescribable  suffering  on  innocent  people,  incapable  of  bringing  about  the 
needed  changes.  Simultaneously  the  danger  of  ethnic  and  nationalist  confrontations  poses  a 
real  threat  to  the  stability  of  the  whole  region.  The  lack  of  a just  and  permanent  solution  to 
the  Palestinian  problem  continues  to  make  any  real  peace  in  the  region  impossible  and 
prevents  countries  and  peoples  from  tackling  the  most  essential  and  basic  social  and  economic 
problems.  The  crisis  surrounding  the  still-recent  Gulf  war  has  clearly  shown  once  more  that 
the  situation  in  the  Middle  East  inevitably  has  deep  repercussions  in  the  rest  of  the  world. 
The  rights  of  women  and  minorities,  and  basic  human  rights,  continue  to  be  transgressed. 

Life  in  the  Middle  East  raises  in  a sharp  way  the  relationship  between  Christianity, 
Judaism  and  Islam.  In  places  fundamentalist  tendencies  make  open  relations  impossible. 
However,  in  some  parts  of  the  Middle  East  Muslims  are  scandalised  by  internal  liberal 
developments  within  the  churches  themselves.  They  react  negatively  to  the  way  in  which 
some  Catholic,  Orthodox  and  Protestants  witness  to  Christ  as  Son  of  God.  In  a country  like 
Lebanon,  the  essence  of  the  conflict  between  Muslims  and  Christians  is  not  so  much  about 
religion,  but  more  often  about  power.  The  question  of  inter-religious  dialogue  is  important. 
However,  often  Orthodox,  Catholics  and  Protestants  tend  to  have  different  approaches 
making  common  witness  in  dialogue  impossible.  It  is  important  to  find  a common  way  so  that 
Muslims,  for  example,  do  not  feel  they  are  dealing  with  three  separate  Christianities. 

The  situation  in  the  Middle-East,  bringing  together  the  countries  and  traditions  it  does, 
is  unique.  There  is  a historical  and  geo-political  character  that  makes  the  ecumenical 
dimension  of  church  life  significantly  different  in  the  Middle  East.  This  makes  all  the  more 
impressive  the  work  of  the  MECC  which  brings  together  Eastern  and  Oriental  Orthodox  as 
well  as  Catholic  and  Protestant  traditions.  Many  activities  are  already  undertaken  together 
which  signify  not  just  a quantitative  activity  but  a qualitative  shared  life.  The  scene  is 
characterised  by  both  signs  of  progress  and  the  need  to  do  much  more: 


One  important  event  was  a Consultation  with  Western  Evangelicals,  with  a growing 
willingness  of  both  sides  to  listen  to  the  insights  of  others; 

The  Egyptian  churches,  in  spite  of  differences  on  baptism,  learn  to  stand  in  solidarity 
when  they  face  challenges  or  changes  which  threaten  Christians  in  the  area,  i 
Nevertheless  the  united  witness  continues  to  be  affected  by  some  differences,  such  as 
the  celebrating  of  the  different  dates  for  Christmas  and  Easter; 

A sign  of  growing  fellowship  among  Arabic-speaking  Christians  is  the  recent  common 
translation  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer  and  the  Creed  into  Arabic.  This  translation,  which 
still  needs  to  be  accepted  by  the  churches,  is  based  on  the  original  Greek  text; 

An  agreement  on  Christology  has  been  reached  between  the  Church  of  Alexandria  and 
the  Church  of  Rome; 

There  is  evidence  that  proselytism  of  the  one  Christian  group  by  another  is  becoming 
less  of  a pressing  issue.  Talks  about  proselytism  are  taking  place.  There  is,  for 
example,  more  sensitive  teaching  about  other  Christians  in  denominational  schools; 

A question  facing  all  the  churches  is  how  "particular"  Christian  identity  can  be 
celebrated  without  a privatisation  resulting  in  isolationism.  There  is  a danger  that 
identity,  very  closely  related  to  a particular  cultural  context,  can  trap  a group  with 
the  danger  of  absolutising  that  particular  context  or  ethos; 

There  is  need  for  the  ancient  Churches  to  be  constantly  sensitive  and  aware  of  the 
presence  of  the  Protestant  Churches.  In  many  instances  the  ancient  Churches  have 
been  positively  affected  by  challenges  coming  from  the  Protestant  and  Western 
Catholic  Churches  which  have  led  to  a rediscovery  of  important  elements  in  local 
ecclesial  traditions; 

There  is  the  need  to  study  the  bilateral  dialogues  and  to  "receive"  their  insights. 

Not  enough  work  has  been  done  to  give  help  with  the  notion  of  reception; 

The  Middle  East  would  benefit  from  more  contact  with  Faith  and  Order  work.  The 
text  Church  and  World , for  example  was  considered  important  but  little  known. 


Throughout  there  was  a firm  conviction  that  unity  is  a necessity  in  the  Middle  East 
where  Christians  are  in  a minority.  Unity  is  a condition  for  credible  witness  in  a divided 
Middle  East.  Moreover,  because  of  the  place  of  the  Middle  East  in  the  provenance  of 
Christianity,  Christians  feel  they  have  a special  responsibility  for  Christian  Unity:  "from  this 
birth  place  of  Christianity  unity  should  blossom’.  There  is  a sense  of  the  need  to  recover  a 
"lost  memory".  The  Consultation  saw  the  theme  of  koinonia  as  helpful  but  asked  for  a more 
theological  treatment  in  relation  to  the  Holy  Trinity. 


North  American  Regional  Consultations 


The  first  North  American  Consultation  in  preparation  for  the  Fifth  World  Conference 
on  Faith  and  Order  took  place  in  Brookline/Boston,  USA,  6-8  January  1992.  Its  participants 
came  from  the  USA,  Canada,  England,  South  Africa,  Syria,  and  Geneva  (Faith  and  Order). 
In  several  papers  the  purpose  of  the  World  Conference  and  the  draft  of  the  Working  Paper 
on  its  theme  Towards  Koinonia  in  Faith , Life  and  Witness  were  introduced. 

This  meeting  was  the  first  of  the  series  of  regional  consultations  and  represented, 
therefore,  an  experiment.  It  helped  to  clarify  the  purpose  and  method  of  the  consultations  that 
were  to  follow.  It  was  more  limited  than  the  others  in  focusing  mainly  on  the  draft  of  the 
Working  Document  with  many  general  and  specific  suggestions  for  its  improvement.  But 
participants  asked  that  their  suggestions  should  only  be  considered  in  connection  with  the 
comments  coming  from  the  succeeding  consultations. 

As  a consequence  of  the  focus  on  the  draft  of  the  Working  Document  specific  aspects 
of  the  ecumenical  situation  in  North  America  were  not  part  of  the  programme  of  the 
consultation.  Among  the  more  general  comments  on  the  Working  Document  were  the 
following: 

Ecclesiology  should  be  a central  concern  at  Santiago  de  Compostela  and  the  future 
work  of  Faith  and  Order.  This  should  include  major  work  on  authority.  Also  more 
attention  should  be  given  to  the  dimension  of  ecumenical  spirituality  as  the  basis  for 
our  doing  theology  together. 

The  whole  renewal  dimension  should  be  more  strongly  expressed  and  be  related  to 
the  pilgrim/joumey  motive.  From  this  followed  the  recommendation  to  give  more 
emphasis  on  remembrance  and  repentance.  "One  reason  the  world  ignores  the 
churches  today  is  because  of  our  own  disobedience  to  the  Gospel,  our  own 
unfaithfulness  to  be  the  people  of  God’s  kingdom". 

There  is  a need  for  a revitalizing  of  theological  language,  so  that  theology  can 
become  again  a public  discourse.  One  should  find  a more  appropriate  level  of  social- 
ethical  reflection  for  an  ecumenical  body  which  seeks  for  middle  axioms  that  mediate 
between  theological  principles  and  expertise  on  particular  issues  (e.g.  economics, 
science  and  technology). 

"Pilgrimage"  might  well  serve  as  a guiding  image  of  the  World  Conference,  provided 
that  there  is  an  awareness  that  every  image  runs  the  risk  of  ambiguity.  "Just  as  a 
pilgrimage  was  a process  in  which  many  people  were  involved  both  in  living  and 
learning,  Faith  and  Order  needs  to  involve  as  many  people  as  possible,  not  only  in 
thinking  about  ecumenism,  but  also  in  practising  ecumenism  through  prayer  and 
witness".  Faith  and  Order’s  pilgrimage  to  Santiago  de  Compostela  will  be  a moment 
of  harvesting,  of  rest  and  reflection,  of  prayer  and  celebration,  but  the  pilgrimage  will 
have  to  go  on  beyond  Santiago. 
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Because  the  first  North  American  Consultation  was  rather  limited  in  confessional 
representation,  it  was  decided  to  hold  a second  Regional  Consultation.  This  took  place  at 
Washington,  D.C.,  23-25  October  1992.  Its  participants  came  from  the  USA,  England, 
Geneva  (Faith  and  Order)  and  Italy  (the  Vatican).  In  papers  the  preparations  for  and  the 
purpose  of  the  World  Conference  and  the  main  points  of  the  Working  Document  were 
presented.  Groups  reflected  and  commented  on  the  Working  Document.  Some  of  the  general 
concerns  raised  in  discussions  were: 

The  significance  of  the  concept  of  Koinonia  was  underlined.  Koinonia  is  a divine  gift, 
a mode  of  life  and  we  are  called  to  share  it.  This  is  important  for  America.  There  is  also  an 
eschatological  tension:  The  gift  is  already  there,  but  only  partially  realized  among  us.  And 
there  is  denial  of  Koinonia  because  of  racism  and  other  divisions.  False  Koinonia  should  be 
exposed,  especially  in  America  where  it  is  understood  as  the  coming  together  of  like-minded 
people.  Repentance  for  failures  is  necessary  as  well  as  celebration  of  the  gift  of  Koinonia. 

The  concern  about  diversity  and  the  limits  to  diversity  was  related  to  and  explained 
by  the  immense  diversity  and  pluralism  of  American  Christianity  as  part  of  the  history  and 
social/psychological  fabric  of  the  country.  It  is  a diversity  which  reaches  from  stem 
fundamentalism  to  extreme  liberalism,  marked  by  constant  fragmentation  and  alienation.  It 
is  a pluralism  which  can  be  found  not  only  between  but  also  within  denominations.  The 
sensitive  issue  of  limits  to  diversity  raises  the  question  of  authority  in  the  Church  - who 
decides  and  on  which  criteria?  - and  requires  careful  consideration. 

The  question  of  the  use  of  the  ancient  Creeds  and  the  emphasis  on  the  Nicene  Creed 
was  another  concern  of  a continent  with  a large  constituency  of  so-called  non-credal 
churches.  Is  the  relationship  of  the  Nicene  Creed  to  power  so  unambiguous?  But  is  was  also 
underlined  that  using  other  means  for  confessing  the  faith  is  not  necessarily  against  the 
content  of  the  Nicene  Creed. 

The  issue  of  proselytism  will  require  careful  attention  at  the  World  Conference.  A 
clear  definition  of  terms  is  necessary  because  some  regard  evangelism  as  proselytism.  We 
should  not  impose  our  traditions  on  another  culture.  This  involves  an  educational  process 
which  respects  the  liberty  of  individual  decisions.  We  should  avoid  interference  from  outside, 
give  priority  to  evangelism  in  our  own  lands,  and  converse  with  churches  in  the  respective 
countries  about  their  needs. 

Evangelicals  and  pentecostals  should  be  drawn  into  ecumenical  dialogue,  e.g.  by 
speaking  also  about  spiritual  unity  leading  into  visible  unity.  Emphasis  should  be  on 
repentance  and  evangelism.  More  rapprochement  is  needed,  especially  also  between  Orthodox 
and  Pentecostals,  Roman  Catholic  and  Pentecostals.  We  should  learn  from  each  other. 

Hopes  for  Santiago  include  to  improve  the  trust  level  in  the  WCC  by  strengthening 
the  relationships  of  churches  with  the  WCC;  to  invite  for  further  work  people  who  are  not 
traditionally  part  of  Faith  and  Order;  to  indicate  a clear  link  between  Faith  and  Order  issues 
and  socio-political  ones;  to  consolidate  and  deepen  what  has  been  achieved  since  1963;  to 
strengthen  the  importance  of  ecclesiology,  which  is  an  underdeveloped  subject  in  North 
America. 


